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President’s Message

WELCOME 2014
This was a rough winter and I know that all of you are anxious to get out and start enjoying on our
Linn County/Corridor Trail System! We have some good early season trail options with the paved
section from County Home Road (mile 3.2) to Schultz Rd (mile 10.3), Lindale Trail, and Prairie Lake
Fishery.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN KICKOFF
I am pleased to announce Linn County Conservation has initiated plans to pave the Cedar Valley
Nature Trail from Schultz Rd into Center Point (another 3+ miles) in the next year or so. Linn County
Trails Association has agreed to participate and contribute to this effort. You will be hearing more
about this Capital Campaign in the next several months!

LOCAL TRAIL NEWS

1. At the April meeting we heard about trail/pedestrian options planned for Lindale Mall area,
which definitely fits one of our goals — trail networks connecting to destinations. There is more work
needed so that connections to more neighborhoods and the Cedar River Trail are finalized from the
Lindale Mall area, but safe trail/pedestrian underpasses are a great step forward.

2. If you haven’t had a chance yet, I hope you soon get to meet Brandon Whyte, the (almost)
new Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization (CMPO) Multi-modal Coordinator. He has been
hard at work learning about our local trail systems, CMPO participating community needs, and col-
lecting data. You may see him out in out in your neighborhood collecting information on bike com-
muters, trail users, and other data. All of this information will help the CMPO and groups like LCTA
make informed decisions on trails development.

3. There will be some significant maintenance planned for the trail system in the Cedar Lake
area to repair damage created during installation of new electric line distribution towers. We will at-
tempt to keep you informed with up-to-date e-mail alerts or website updates about this maintenance
work and other potential trail access interruptions as they are announced by the agencies involved.

4. We’re coming up on the summer season with many options to help volunteer for LCTA.
You can share information about Linn County Trails or help corral bikes at a Farmers Market, pick
garlic mustard at Beverly Park during the Day(s) of Caring (5/8 &9), and provide directions at the
new “Ride Walk Play CR” event on Saturday, May 24th. I hope you will be able to help at one of
these events or others over the next several months!

SUMMARY

I want to thank everyone who is a member of LCTA or supporter of this organization — expanding,
maintaining, and continuing development of our Linn County and regional trail systems is what we
are all about.

If you have not already renewed your LCTA membership for 2014, I hope you will take the time to re-
new it now! Your membership and support helps make TRAILS development happen in Linn County
and the region!

LCTA Board meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month starting at 7:00 PM.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 12th and it will be held at a new location - the Shores
Event Center, 700 16th Street NE. Some of you may remember this location as the site we held our
Annual Trails Celebration this past December. This is likely to be our future meeting site for some
time to come and we think you will enjoy the new location. Still close to the Cedar River trail off H
Ave, and right on the future Cemar trail rout

Hope to see you there

Steve Herotner

LCTA President
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Upcoming Events

LCTA Board Meeting

Monday, April 14, 7:00pm

Location: United Way of East Central lowa
317 7th Avenue SE,

Cedar Rapids

LCTA Board Meeting
Monday, May 12, 7:00pm
Location: Shores Event Center
700 16th St NE L100

LCTA Board Meeting
Monday, June 9, 7:00pm
Location: Shores Event Center
700 16th St NE L100

All meetings are open to the public.

Sign up to receive recent updates on trail news and events,
visit the Linn County Trails Association’s website at

www.linncountytrails.org

Find LCTA on facebook @
www. facebook.com/Ictrails

Follow LCTA on Twitter @
www.twitter.com/Ictrails

Trail Connections is the quarterly publication of the
Linn County Trails Association.
1t is published January, April, July and October
Articles may be submitted as an MS Word or text file.
Typed, printed or clearly handwritten articles are also ac-
cepted. Photos can be prints or can be submitted digitally
and saved with a resolution of ideally 300 dpi and a size
of 6x8 inches. The deadline for each issue is the first day
of the month prior to publication. Please send pictures,
stories, and ideas to Brad Mullin:
mullinb1427@yahoo.com




Current Metro Area Trails
Open For Use

Spring 2014

Separated Trails Surface Remarks

Bowling Street Trail 1.8 Asphalt From 50th Street SW to Wilson Avenue
Boyson Trail 2.4 Crushed Limestone Follows Indian Creek, Marion
Cedar River Trail 13 Asphalt Cedar Rapids and Hiawatha (ADT)
Cedar Valley Nature Trail 20.5 | Asphalt/Crushed Limestone | Paved from Boyson Rd. to Schultz Rd.
CEMAR Trail 0.6 Asphalt From 20th to 29th St. NE
CRT Lake Loop 1.6 Asphalt Around Cedar Lake
Ellis Trail 3.6 Asphalt/Concrete From Edgewood Rd. NW to Downtown CR
Grant Wood Trail 8.5 Natural Through Easter Linn County in 3 segments
Hoover Nature Trail 2.7 Asphalt 76th Ave. SW to Ely Park (ADT)
Kirkwood Connector Trail 1.2 Concrete From Ely Rd. to Kirkwood Campus
Krumbholtz Trail 75 Crushed Limestone Marion: Thomas Park to Highway 100
Lindale Trail 1 Asphalt From Lindale Dr. West to C Ave.
Robins Trail 0.7 Asphalt Along Main St, Robins. Connects to CVNT
Sac and Fox Trail 7.1 Crushed Limestone *Closed from Rosedale Rd. to Wilder Dr.*
Park Trails Miles Surface Remarks
Beverly Park Trail System 5 Natural SW CR: Singletrack Moutain Bike trails
Cedar Greenbelt Trail 4.7 Natural Near Indian Creek Nature Center/Sac and Fox Trail
Cherokee Park Trail 1 Crushed Limestone West Side: Edgewood to Wiley Blvd.
Cherry Hill Park Trail 0.8 Crushed Limestone NW Cedar Rapids: Cherry Hill Park
David Spicer Memorial Trail 0.4 Crushed Limestone NW Cedar Rapids: Jackson Elementary School
Fay Clark Memorial Trail 0.7 Asphalt Hiawatha: Fay Clark Memorial Park
Fross Park 1.2 Crushed Limsetone NW Center Point
Huston Park Trail 0.11 Asphalt SE Cedar Rapids
Lowe Park Trail 0.5 Asphalt Marion: N. 10th St to 35th Ave
Matsell Bridge Natural Area 8.4 Natural NE Linn County, near Viola
Trail System
Morgan Creek Trail System 3.8 Natural NW Cedar Rapids
Nixon Trail 0.75 Crushed Limestone NE Cedar Rapids: Around Nixon School
Noelridge Park Trail 0.8 Crushed Limestone NE Cedar Rapids: Noelridge Park
Pinicon Ridge Park Trail 12 Asphalt/Natural Five park trails connecting to Central City
System
Prairie Park Fishery Trail 2 Asphalt SE Cedar Rapids: Prairie Park Fishery
Reed Park Trail 0.25 Crushed Limestone SW Cedar Rapids near Taylor Elementary School
Squaw Creek Park Trail 4 Natural Located within Squaw Creek Park plus
System 1 mile singletrack moutanin bike trail
Thomas Park Singletrack 2 Natural Singletrack mountain bike trail

0.5 Crushed Limestone SW Cedar Rapids near Van Buren Elementary
Van Buren Park Trail School
Wickiup Hill Outdoor 5 Natural 5 mile network near Toddville
Learning Center Trail System

ADT=American Discovery Trail, NRT= National Recreational Trail



LCTA Mile Marker Project

len Heims, Captain ES CRFD,
Goriginally asked LCTA for a loca-

tion system that could be used
by the emergency responders to locate
someone on the Linn County trail system
after a 911 call. The location system be-
ing installed by LCTA under the sponsor-
ship of the City of Cedar Rapids consists
of painting trail name and mileage on the
paved trail.

Mileage is referenced from the southern-
most or western-most location on the trail.
Previous trail mileage signs frequently
displayed mileage from both ends of the
trail; however this gives an ambiguous location sys-
tem; therefore location mileage can only be displayed
in one direction. This is similar to the milepost sys-
tem used by the state and federal highway systems.

The emergency responders prefer a USNG (US
National Grid) coordinate system that can specify a
location within 10 meters using an 8 digit number.
This is also known as the Military Grid Reference
System (MGRS). A single USNG grid is limited to a
100 km square or a 62 mile square. Cedar Rapids and
Iowa City are comfortably inside one of the grids with
Center Point on the western edge and Highway 20
just north of the northern edge of the grid. The mile-
marker/trail-name GPS coordinates must be converted
into USNG coordinates for use by the emergency re-
sponders. GPS smart phone apps are available to do
this. The emergency responders can also be supplied
with trail maps showing the mile marker locations.

Ron Griffith, Cedar Rapids traffic engineering and
BikeCR chairman, has coordinated with the other
local jurisdictions and developed a set of stencils to
be used to paint mileage information directly on the
paved trail surface and Cedar Rapids has provided the
paint. Teams of LCTA volunteers have painted the
signs. Mileage is painted every 0.1 mile with the trail
name painted every 0.5 miles.
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-John Wauer

Rotary Club has indicated an interest in installing
physical milepost signs every mile along the trail.
This is particularly important on crushed limestone
trails where painting is not possible.

Last fall, mile markers were painted on most of the
Cedar River Trail except for two segments that were
impacted by trail or road construction. Mileage is
measured from the Johnson County Line where the
Hoover Trail is projected to cross into Johnson Coun-
ty (mile zero). (The Hoover Trail is supposed to be
completed across the Johnson County Line in 2016.)
The mile marker at the beginning of the Cedar River
Trail at 76th St SW is 4.2. The mile marker at mile
zero of the Cedar Valley Nature Trail at Boyson Rd
will be 28. This spring, mile markers will be painted
on the Hoover trail to Ely, on Cedar River Trail from
Emmons St to Cedar Valley Nature Trailhead, and
though the new CRANDIC railroad bridge underpass.
The project may also be extended to other separated
trails next summer.

LCTA volunteers Larry Scott, Rex McCright, Dick
Mundy, Jeff Keiser, and John Wauer painted the mile
markers last fall. There will be more volunteer oppor-
tunities this year to continue the project.

All Photos: John Wauer

www.linncountytrails.org



New Multi-Modal Transportation Planner

t the end of 2013, Brandon Whyte was hired as the CMPO
AMulti-Modal Transportation Planner. The three functions of

the CMPO Multi-Modal Planner are planning, funding and
education and outreach. Before coming to Cedar Rapids, Brandon
was the Assistant Transportation Planner at Active Transportation Alli-
ance. With the Active Transportation Alliance, he prepared bicycle and
pedestrian plans for clients across Illinois. Based in Chicago, Illinois,
the Active Transportation Alliance is a non-profit advocacy organi-
CoRrRRIDOR MP. zation that works to improve conditions for bicycling, walking and
PLANNING TOMORROW'S TRANSPORTATION TOPAY  transit and engage people in healthy and active ways to get around.
Brandon specific interests and goals are to improve the transportation networks upon which we depend on to
live our lives. In addition, Brandon has expressed some future objectives:

1. Complete Streets Design Standards for area projects.
2. Updating the Metro-Wide Comprehensive Plan.
3. Secure as much funding as possible for trails and cycling projects.
4. A complete metro-wide way-finding system.
5. Increase media presence through all mediums.
6. Increase community support for cycling.
7. Increase overall ridership within the community.

Meet Me at the Market 2014 -John Wauer

CTA has been a partner in promoting and managing the Meet Me at
I the Market event headquartered at the NewBo City Market during

the 2013 season and is again participating in the 2014 season. Meet
Me at the Market originated as an event to promote a healthy lifestyle by
encouraging walking, running, and biking and yoga. Of course this also
encourages trail usage. We had strong participation last year with 1488 reg-
istrations. Check-In is from 5-6:30 pm every Thursday from May through
September at the NewBo City Market, 1100 3rd St SE, Cedar Rapids.

You can participate on your own or participate in a group walk, run or bike
activity. Yoga is always done as a group activity. Suggested routes are
available. We plan to enhance our group activities this year. The events are
free. You must register once for the 2014 season, even if you participated
last year. On-line registration is available at http://newbocitymarket.com/
meetme/ or you can paper register at the check-in table.
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Ride, Walk, Play CR

Saturday, May 24, 2014
Memorial Day Weekend Fun!

o a little dance. Make a little craft. Get wet today!
D Ride Walk Play CR offers individuals and families an opportunity to connect with the Linn County
Trails and the local treasures along it. Start your journey at the National Czech & Slovak Museum &
Library where you can register and do a simple (we’re not kidding, very simple) Czech or Slovak folk dance.
Hop on the trail to venture to the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art. Along the way participate in activities ranging
from blowing bubbles, playing with historic toys, creating a community mural with a bike or shoes and much,
much more. Wend your way back by the African American Museum of Iowa for a wet and wild adventure. Reg-
istrants will receive discounts at participating cultural institutions.
All age participants are welcome, please keep your pets at home. Children 12 and under must be accompanied
by an adult. Participants are welcome to walk or ride their bikes along the two mile loop More information at :
http://linncountytrails.org/RideWalkPlay CR/

The registration and event begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 24th, 2014 on the grounds of the National Czech
& Slovak Museum & Library. The event ends at 2:00 p.m.

Eees:
Adult $5
Child 12 and under  $2
Family $15

To register, call 319-362-8500 ext. 218 or e-mail Jan@NCSML.org.

Starting Location
. . Ride Walk Play CR - May 24, 2014 - 10 AM — 2 PM - Cedar Rapids IA
The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library P AT . el

is located at: o , o
1400 Inspiration Place SW (directions) (map) \ g ‘ :
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52404 :

Sponsors of this event include the following area
non-profit organizations:
African American Museum of Iowa
Carl & Mary Koehler History Center
Cedar Rapids Museum of Art
Cedar Rapids Public Library .
Cedar Rapids Science Center . L INEE P
Iowa Children’s Museum \ " e
Linn County Trails Association
National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library
Wickiup Hill Nature Center

I & Library
May 24, 2014 10 Al — 2PV
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National Trails Day®: June 7th, 2014 National

ince the creation of the American Hiking Society’s National Trails Day® in 1993,
S the program has inspired and engaged thousands of individuals, trail clubs, busi-

nesses and government agencies worldwide. National Trails Day® encourages the
public and trail enthusiasts nationwide to learn about and celebrate trails. It also provides
an opportunity to thank volunteers, public agencies and outdoor-minded businesses for
their support in developing and maintaining trails. On Saturday, June 7th, the Linn County
Trails Association, Cedar Rapids Bicycle Advisory Committee and the Linn Area Moun-
tain Biking Association will reward Cedar Rapids Downtown Farmers Market Bike Cor-
ral users with free donated food and beverages. Over 100 cyclists used the corral on the
first day of the farmer’s market as part of the 2013 American Hiking Society’s National Trail Day celebration.

In addition, the first Saturday in June was the beginning of the Cedar Rapids Downtown Farmers’ Market. This
year, the Linn County Trail Association is assisting in providing free and secure bicycle parking at the Down-
town Farmers’ Markets. The corral is located in Greene Square Park along the Cedar River Trail. The cor-

ral service allows for area residents to choose cycling as an alternate means of transportation to the market. In
addition, the corral provides information on current trail and bicycle activities in the area. The corral service is
available from 7:30am to noon each market.

So join other area cycling advocates, ride down the Market and park it at the corral. It is a great opportunity
to show the community’s support for cycling facilities as many of the residents choose cycling as means of

transportation and not just recreation. For more information about the 2014 Downtown Farmers’ Market visit:
cedarrapids.org.

Cedar River Trail: CRANDIC Railroad Underpass:

In Summer 2013, construction began on the

Cedar River Trail underpass of the CRAN-
DIC Railroad Bridge. To increase safety, an

underpass of the bridge was agreed upon by the S & & "’F 3 AR e , ) AL
City of Cedar Rapids and CRANDIC Railroad. = Ares
The CRANDIC Railroad contributed $82,400 ! IR LSl iy ™ — 2

to the project and FEMA has approved $431,
566 for the construction as an Alternate Project.
The current trail routing through the Park and . -
Ride Lot will be eliminated. Of the two connec- L
tions to the Park and Ride Lot, the north con-
nection, located 70 feet north of the CRANDIC 24
Bridge, will not be retained due to the high cost

of retaining the connection with America with
Disabilities Act grades and retaining walls. The
existing south connection to the Park and Ride Lot, located 500 feet south of the north connection is retained
with the project improvements. Project should complete in the Spring 2014. Remember to obey barricades and
signage as the project is finished.

Eé
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2013 LCTA Contributors

Thank you to all those who contributed in 2013. 2013 contributions
totaled $20,678.31 for trail development in Linn County .

Contributors between $500-31,000

Baustian, Gordon and Jann
Grado, Ruth Macke & Charles
Meade, Laura
Schmidt, Corrin and Greg
Tribuno, Bob and Bertha
Wauer, John & Mary
Wilson, Mike & Esther

Contributors between $200-$499

Anderson, Ken & Kathy
Britten, Scott & Eileen
Calloway, Carol and Bill
Cedar Valley Running Association
Dielschneider, Vic & Lee Ann
Erlandson, Robert & Linda
Evans, David and Carolyn
Handler, Diane
Harman, Tork and Lynn
Hudecek, Lynn & Polly
Kerr, Larry & Carole
Klostermann, Daniel J.
McGraw, Ron & Toni
Roling, Gary
Schmoll, Henry and Barbara
Sobaski, Lucetta and Duane
Whetstine, Bob Rush & Judi
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Contributors between $100-$199

Anton-Jensen, Nancy & Brice
Aubrey, Yvonne
Barber, Sarah
Barnes, Drs. Arthur & Marian
Barnum, Dean & Janice
Barnum, Joel & Amy
Bennington, Tim and Mary
Bogert, Jon
Buffo, Dr. Jeffrey & Diane
Chaimov, John
Chelikowsky, Richard & Jeanne
Clark, Bob and Paulette
Collier, Ken & Becky
Cronbaugh, DeWayne & Vivian
Donnelly, Brian & Teri
Doyle, Richard and Mary
Fiegen, Paul
Good, Dave and Kathy
Greif, Louis & Marcy
Healy, Jim & Pat
Heidt, Roger
Hershner, Steve & Marta
Holstrom, Ed & Becky
Houmes, Blaine
Indian Creek Nature Center
Iverson, Jim
Johns, Jim & Karen
Kalous, Glenn & Roslyn
Keil, Sheila
Kelsey, Art & Joyce
Kirpes, Christine & Roger
Knigge, James and Nancy
Long, Alma
Lubben, Donna

Spring 2014

McGrail, Daniel & Karla
Monagan, James & Rose Marie
Mumford, Ed & Barb
Murphy, Chuck and Virginia
Neil, Ron and Sue
Niday, Mark
Pate, Jesse
Peffer, Carroll Reasoner & Tom
Popp, Milo
Reinertson, Mark and Karen
Reynolds, Greg
Rinderknecht, Steve
Roling, Michael D.
Sevey, Janice M.
Smith, Richard and Joan
Sorensen, Al & Jacqui
Spencer, James & Nancy
Sutherland, Keith & Nancy
Thomas, Don
Tow, Robert and Ann
Valliere, Mark and Susie
Wesner, Bryan & Gayla
Whipple, Keith
Williams, Gail & Paul
Wing, Jim & Barbara
Wood, Craig & Candy
Young, Richard and Deloris
Zias, David & Cyndia
Zmolek, Gloria

www.linncountytrails.org



Contributors between $1-$99

Kramer, Larry & Mary

Archibald, Steve & Vicki .
Kvindlog, Don & Norma

Arndorfer, Daniel & Marianne

Ballou, Margo Lal.ce, Jeff
Balster, Fred & Ruth Magnifico, Baus N
Barnes, Chuck and Jan Matthes, Tom and Pat.rlcm

Bender, Don Maze, Steve & Denise
Boesenberg, Clarence M?Aleer, Sally & Dan
Brecht, Terry & Linda Miska, Glen & Hanne

Mootz, Robert J.

Butikofer, Richard & Donna
Carpenter, Daniel
Cleveland, Carolyn

Moran, Bob and Susie
Mpysak, Rick & Carrie
Nesmith, Jane and Bruce

Coates, Michael & Lois .
Colton, Sandy Olseni David
Dahms, Terry P ah?zer, Jim and Deb

Danforth, Jerry and Nancy Philpott, Bev & lan
Driessen, Erik and Susan Ramsey, Mark A.
Evans, Vicky and Randy . Rentschler, Allyssa
Ferreter, Dennis & Grace Rieck, Ralfdall and. Eleonora
Gerard, Charley Riha, Sylvz.a
Goldstein, Gary & Kathe Roman, Patti Jo
Sauser, Mary Ellen

Gott, Gordon & Marilyn

Gray, Richard & Carolyn Smith, Jon & Jean

Steigerwaldt, Lisa Marie & Todd

Harms, Sally and Allan
Henderson, Sue Stephen, Frank & Barbara
Henricksen, Bill Thompson, Byron al.ul Sheryl
Herbert, E. John Vernon, Monica

Wiesenfeld, Marty & Diane
Woods, Mike and Jo
Zuber, Marlin

Hursh, Jane Scheer & Robin
Ice, Jonathan & Karla
Jangelis, Matthew
Jeffries, David
Julich, Sher Jasperse & Daryl
Kanz, George & Mary
Klein, Jim & Barbara
Klein, Robert
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LCTA SUPPORTER FORM

surrounding area.
this financial support by providing matching funds to secure significant grants.

and issues that are important to trail development.

Information required: (7il out if not on iabel on other side)

Why would I want to support LCTA?
1. Your support will count you among the hundreds of enthusiastic trail advocates who make up the Linn County Trails Association.
2. By becoming a supporter you will have already begun to play an important role in building a network of connected trails in Linn County and the
3. 95% of all money raised through donations and grants goes directly to build more trails or to improve existing trails, LCTA has been able to multiply
4. Asa supporter, you wil receive our quarterly newsletter. Here you can read about trail vacations, upcaming trail events, opportunities to volunteer,

5. Supporters are not expeded to attend meetings and no one will call you. OF course, if you want to get involved, we will welcome your help,
Learn more about LCTA by visiting our website at www.linncountytrils.org

* At the Truil Blazer level, supporters also receive the
“Advocate,” the newsletterof thelowa Trails Council
Please consider an additional donation for NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT $

Name(s):
Address:
City/State/Zip:
E-Mail:
Please print the information CLEARLY
Donations to LCTA are Tax Deductible
If you provide your email address, we will send future re-
minders via email and will add you to the LCTA email distri-
TRAIL BLAZER ] . $100% bution list, which is used to provide information on trail-
TRAIL PARTNERS (Family) u $35  related events to supporters.
TRAIL SCOUT H) $20

Mail donations to:
Linn County Trails Association
PO Box 2681Cedar Rapids, 1A 52406
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Look for these new mile markers on the Cedar River Trail in the upcoming year.



