
2020–21 Capital Campaign

W hile this year has brought 
many new unknowns, one 
thing we know for certain is the 

benefit of trails. Nationwide, trail use is up 
around 60 percent. We saw that locally 
also, when we conducted our first-ever 
LCTA member survey. Approximately 50 
percent of respondents noted their trail 
use has increased in the past year.

The trails have provided a welcome relief 
from today’s challenges. Trails connect us 
to natural resources — fields, streams, 
wetlands and woodlands. They also 
provide a fun, safe way to spend time with 
friends outside. Perhaps this year more 
than ever we have been so fortunate to 

benefit from years 
of work to expand 
our growing trails 
system. It is our 
goal to continue 
to “Make Trails 
Happen.” We can’t 
do this without your financial assistance. 
I’d like to share with you a little more 
about the insights and opportunities 
ahead of us.

We learned a lot by surveying all types of 
trail users from all over Linn County this 
summer. We noted a major preference 
for building paved trails that connect 
multiple jurisdictions. We also learned 
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that we have a solid group of users interested 
in natural, scenic wooded hiking or singletrack 
trails.

By far, the CeMar Trail connection was the most 
frequently mentioned connection in our survey. 
You’ll be happy to read about construction along 
this path on page 3. Another unified response 
was a desire for more east-west connecting 
trails, with particular interest in connections to 
Mount Vernon/Lisbon, Springville, Alburnett 
and Palo.

LCTA has a long history of being ready to jump 
start projects when opportunities arise. When 
railroads were abandoning in the 70s, 80s and 
90s, early Linn County trails supporters acted 
on the vision of building the Cedar Valley 
Nature Trail — now identified as an important 
connection along two coast-to-coast, nationwide 
trails. Years ago, Linn County Trails Association 
donated the right-of-way for a portion of the 
Hoover Nature Trail south of Ely to Johnson 
County. Today, that connection is paved and 
incredibly active. Our humble trails group also 
jumped on the opportunity to purchase the 
Grant Wood Trail right-of-way, east of Marion. 
Now this connection is becoming ever more 
popular and important.

Meanwhile, Federal and State budgets are 
tightening. As nearby communities and Linn 
County develop trail projects, it is important we 
are ready to assist financially to continue the 
incredible progress we’ve witnessed in the past 
five years.

For many years, LCTA has conducted an annual 
Fall Fundraiser — a direct-mail campaign asking 
for additional contributions. LCTA has given 
more than $1 million to local jurisdictions in 
support of trails development. We’ve put your 
gifts to our organization to great use.

There is no question our members have secured 
a continued bright future for trails development 
in Linn County. LCTA’s advocacy work also 
contributes to the safety and growth of our 
trails system. LCTA has leveraged your gifts to 
accelerate trails projects, provide important 
match funds to secure grants, and work with 
local jurisdictions to prioritize the development 
of a system of connected trails in Linn County. 
Your generosity can help us continue to blaze 
new trails for years to come!

This year we are launching a $200,000 Capital 
Campaign effort to ensure our trail-building 
reserves are full and our organization can act fast 
on opportunities we are eying. We understand it 
may be a difficult time for many of you, so we are 
asking you please consider a gift of any amount. 
$1 helps. $25 helps. $1,000 helps even more. 

To donate, simply visit:
www.linncountytrails.org/campaign

or clip and return the commitment card (below).

We know you give generously to many during 
this season, and we appreciate you keeping the 
Linn County Trails Association in mind.

Thank you, and Happy Trails!

DONATION FORM
Your support fulfills Linn County Trails Association’s mission: “We Make Trails Happen.”

» Make an immediate impact. Donate online now: linncountytrails.org/campaign

□ Check (Enclosed)Method of Payment:

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of $

Gifts can be made by filling out this form and returning in the enclosed
envelope, or by credit card online: linncountytrails.org/campaign

Do you work for one of the following (or many other) employers which
offer charitable gift matching? Please include your form!

□ Aegon
□ Alliant Energy

□ Cargill
□ General Mills

□ Intermec
□ PepsiCo (Quaker)

□ Collins Aerospace
□ Other

□ Bill me

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!



1. CeMar Trail A connection 
between Cedar Lake and the 
existing trail in Daniel’s Park 
was finished this year. Shown 
pictured is the excavation of 
the former 1st Avenue bridge 
over a now-abandoned 
railroad near Raining Rose. 
Construction of a trail 
underpass of 1st Avenue in 
this location is scheduled 
for completion next year, 
bringing the trail from Cedar 
Lake to the edge of Cedar 
Rapids’ city limits on its way 
to Marion.

2. Grant Wood Trail Substantial 
bridge work is underway. 
Shown in the photograph is 
the former railroad bridge 

over Indian Creek, which is 
being refurbished and will 
be reinstalled next year. 
The former rail bridge over 
Marion Boulevard was also 
removed this year to make 
way for a new, iconic gateway 
bridge. 

3. Cherokee Trail The trail 
connection between Morgan 
Creek Park and Cherry Hill 
Park is complete. Next year, 
work will begin to extend 
the trail to Cherokee Park, 
near Edgewood Road, with a 
portion of on-street bicycle 
boulevard.

4. Edgewood Trail This trail 
now connects users  from 

O Avenue/Rogers Road to the 
north, crossing the bridge 
over the Cedar River. Near-
term, future work will connect 
this trail to Glass Road. 
Future plans additionally call 
for widening the pedestrian 
crossing over the Cedar 
River bridge and eventually 
continuing north to Blairs 
Ferry Road.

5. Sac & Fox Singletrack 
Responding to findings from 
the LCTA member survey, we 
joined forces with Linn Area 
Mountain Biking Association 
with a goal of adding 4.8 
miles of new singletrack trail 
beside the Sac & Fox Trail, all 
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the way to East Post Road. LCTA  contributed  $25,000 to these 
efforts this year. LAMBA continues to seek donations to build 
the Sac & Fox Singletrack project. You can contribute directly at 
www.linnareamtb.org

6. ConnectCR Phase I work at Cedar Lake is scheduled to begin 
next spring and includes shoreline restoration and stabilization, 
trail head improvements, a boardwalk over Cedar Lake and 
more. This work will be done in conjunction with construction 
of the Cedar River Flood Control System. To date, LCTA has 
contributed $50,000 to the ConnectCR project. LCTA will be 
recognized as a project sponsor on a special informational 
panel on the Smokestack Bridge (pictured at left). Design and 
engineering work is underway for the bridge. Both projects are 
expected to be completed within five years. Fundraising for 
the project continues, and you can contribute directly online at 
www.connectCR.org

TRAILS & ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION BENEFITS
Health — Sedentary lifestyles contribute to 
diseases and conditions like heart disease, 
stroke, obesity, high blood pressure, 
mental health problems, and more. Trails 
for transportation open the opportunity 
to introduce more activity into our busy 
lifestyles.

Money — Active transportation costs less. 
Dependence upon the private automobile 
can be prohibitively expensive, leaving 
options off the table for many residents. 
What’s more, communities with a healthy 
trail culture experience increased economic 
activity and local spending.

Environment — Active transportation 
commuters do not pollute the air and take 
up less room on the road, reducing traffic 
congestion and idling. They do not require 
as much land for roads and parking lots.  

Time & Life — Many short trips are actually 
faster by bicycle than by car, as they avoid 
congested roads and precious time spent 
scouting for parking. Plus, the joys of taking 
the trail for leisure or transport can be just 
as rewarding!
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Support our 2020–21 Capital Campaign
Donate online today at www.linncountytrails.org/campaign


