April 2025 Trail News
Greenlights for CEMAR Trail
CEMAR - Connecting two cities!
Interurban Trail updates
ConnectCR -starting soon!
Indian Creek/CEMAR/GWT segment in 2025!

Singletrack Mountain Bike trail update

Have we got a LOT of events for the Spring, Summer and Fall
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CEMAR is a go! All property easement and acquisitions are complete. Environmental studies
are done and cleared. The IDOT letting is June 17, 2025. Timeline will be set depending on bid
and workload. We are so excited to see this trail connect Marion and Cedar Rapids! Ron
McGraw was a tireless advocate for this trail. We just placed this plague at the new CEMAR
Kiosk by 20™ Street NE and again thank Bryce Hoyt and family/friends and Boy Scout group 766
for constructing the kiosk.

2/ In Memory of Ron McGraw @

This kiosk was donated by friends and family
in memory of Ron McGraw, a major trail
advocate. Ron's persistence in advocating for
trail development was crucial, particularly at a
time when trails were not as favored, and when
funding for trails was practically nonexistent.

Ron, a dedicated member of the LCTA Board,
led trail planning efforts and spent many hours
working with officials from local governments
and the state DOT. Ron’s groundwork helped
make many of the trails we enjoy in the Cedar
Rapids area today a reality. One of his primary
trail accomplishments was the CEMAR Trail.
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The SE Cedar Rapids portion of the Interurban Trail will be built in two Phases. The first phase
is from the Forest Dr SE and Cottage Grove SE intersection to East Post Rd SE. The second
phase is from East Post Rd SE to Mt Vernon Rd SE where it meets up with the Sac & Fox
Trail. Design work on both Phases is expected to begin in 2025. The City will select a
Consultant for the design this month. With your help, LCTA is contributing $100,000 towards
the design of Phase Il.



ConnectCR- Construction on the bridge will start this month on the south side of the river and is
expected to be completed in 2026. With your help, LCTA contributed $50,000! Yeah!
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Indian Creek to CEMAR and Grant Wood Trail - The hard surfacing for this short trail link will
proceed. It was delayed due to bridge work and environmental work. Completion date is
currently set for November 2025. With your help, LCTA donated $35,000 to make this
connection.



Check out the fun singletrack trails at Wanatee Park, Pinicon Ridge, Beverly Park, Sac and Fox
and Seminole Valley. Linn Area Mountain Bike Association LAMBA volunteers build and
maintain these trails in cooperation with the city and county. The trails are in great spring
condition for bikers, hikers and trail runners. Check out https://www.linnareamtb.org/ to learn
more.

SOKO Fundraiser for Trails. Climbing weekend was a tall order success!


http://url3710.linncountytrails.org/ls/click?upn=u001.qAYDObEBtmv4CFw6pA2w35B7v-2BTFfx2T44uwlbB4KJdiFtUmyA26YTWL9Ei7xe-2FKTOW-_48DgyFDPW0Ovc2nTLFJ97FD2RjLT9SGqmRieEe5pQ6-2FfDoJFq4c2Jtu4m0dj-2Ben0V7tngq1qhwPERcuI6X-2F0IX2tE8ccCCm2X-2Bl45sSMwdWpW4cxrbxf-2ByQNombqLp-2FMgJ47dVvfYvuUBoJ1G1mABsPN4qWRMk1rIDyya2b-2FkwJuSpvodje9PSQjpsZXUMBc49K1HOpGRAn8tEQnLCxDQ0X7WciHidTx6HAYKmCRlNqPfAJsLpwQadF4agqv3enp7T03HNHnMpg-2B2QF4LLila8ITVugrX7DA1cecWJpiwZMYUrOsvLWIxo2RNG7gpImQ

Calendar of Events- a very busy trail season is ahead. LCTA will be at these activities
distributing trail information and answering your questions.

* April 26 - EcoFest at New Bo Market

e May 10 -Pedal for Pancakes at Manhattan Pavilion Robins Lake 8:30 - 10:30 (LCTA
Bike Parking) and MPO Bike Ride

e May 12-16: Bike to Work Week, with bike to “Work Day” May 16, prizes and fun!

e May 13 - Bike Rodeo

e May 14- Ride of Silence

e May 31, June 7, June 21, July 5, July 19, Aug 2, Aug 16, Sept 6, Sept 20 - Downtown
Farmers Market

e June 7 - National Trails Day

e September 14- Treasures on the Trail Event sponsored by Hall Bicycle and Big Grove

e October 10- Pint Night at Soko

Thank you to our amazing business partners who understand that trails = a
thriving community!



2025 BUSINESS SPONSORS

Trail Champions $5000+

INSURANCE
Trail Builders $1,000-$4,999

VENTURE TRUENDRTH
*McGrath

Family of Dealerships - ALLEGRA

* THE KEG
HILLS BANK



